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Fish undergo physical changes, stop eating
and their skin turns from bright silver to black
and red. Male develops hooked jaw.
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ilvery fish enter the rivers-headed for the
spawning areas - in the fall

Eggs are taken from the female and
fertilized with milt from the male.

Oroville

In the fall, spawning salmon deposit eggs
and milt in gravel nest - then die.
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1-( OROVILLE -THERMALITO COMPLEX

The Feather River Fish Hatchery is part of the Oroville-
Thermalito Complex, which includes Lake Oroville and
Sacramento Oroville Dam, Hyatt Powerplant, Thermalito Forebay and
Afterbay, power canal, powerplant and diversion dam

The complex is an integral facility of the Department's
State Water Project, which delivers water for agriculture,
cities and industries, and provides flood control,
recreation, water quality improvement, fish and wildlife
protection and hydroelectric power.

Fish hatch in the spring, in gravel
beds and get nourishment from
attached yolk sac.

Plastic tray containing 9,000 fertilized
eggs. (The average female produces
between 2,500 to 5,000 eggs.)

Release Area

San Francis

In ocean waters, the fish grow
to maturity spending 1-4 years
in the ocean.

RELEASE SITE

Eggs and young a

As hatchery fish reach the right size and age, they are reared in the Hatci

transported in oxygenated, temperature-controlled trucks c e b
to release sites near Benicia. By releasing them closer to ;
the Pacific Ocean where they will grow and mature for the
next two or three years, the salmon have a better chance
of survival.
Hatchery releases are done almost daily from May
through September. Releases depend on number of fish,
trucks, and staff available as well as the weather. /
When the salmon return to spawn, they instinctively travel
through the Delta, up the Feather River to the hatchery.
Scientists tend to agree that the salmon's ability to smell
the homestead water draws the fish to return to their ¢
place of birth.

Once the yolk sac is absorbed the

young salmon, now called fingerlings,
feed on insects and other food in the
Feather River.
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R i g At about 3" in length the small salmon undergo a
N physiological change to prepare them for their ocean
life. The fish, called smolts at this stage, are released

into the San Francisco Bay area.
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